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Local government institutions constitute one of the
most important avenues for marginalized people,
particularly; women and minorities to participate
in the development of their communities and
influence the decision-making processes that
are directly relevant to their lives. Important
opportunities for poor people, women and
minorities to participate in the development of
their communities are to be found in local
institutions of governance. This system is not only
key to strengthen democracy and improve service
delivery at grass roots level but also imperative
for improved service delivery for citizens. It
takes the governance many steps closer to
the governed.

The roles and responsibilities of elected
representatives of Local government are very
important. They responsible for managing and
delivering a range of quality services to their
communities, such as public health and
recreational facilities, local road maintenance, and
public libraries etc. They are also supposed
to set the overall direction for their municipalities
through long-term planning; council plans,
financial plans, municipal strategic statements
and other strategic plans.

In Pakistan the Local government institution has
been setup in line with article 140/A under18th
constitutional amendment, which compels the
provincial governments to install local government
system devolving the political, administrative
and fiscal powers to elected representatives.
The purpose is to achieve increased public
participation in affairs of governance, accelerated
developmentand to replace traditional leadership.

Notwithstanding the flaws in the Punjab Local
Government Act 2013, the recent exercise of
local elections is a step forward, which would
gradually help deepen the democratic culture at
grassroots level and consistent public
participation will enhance with the passage
of time, the capacity of the poor and marginalized
to participate in the decision-making process
atlocal level.

Despite repeated delays, it is appreciable that all
the four provincial governments and federal govt.
have finally completed the process local
government elections in 2015. As a result 36
districts of Punjab-the biggest province (56% of
population) around 32120 representatives;
including general councilors, chairman and vice
chairmen have been elected. It is expected that
these elected members will soon be going to elect
some 8745 women, 4064 youth, 4255 minority
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members and 4147 worker/peasant members
through indirect election in Punjab. This means,
more than 50,000 elected people would soon be
ready to perform their political, administrative and
development role in 4015 union councils, 11
municipal corporations, 36 district councils and
one Metropolitan Corporation of Punjab.

Although under “The Punjab Local Government
Act 2013" the powers of the elected LG
representatives have been reduced and district
governments have been made technically
dependent on the provincial government and
representation of women and minorities at
different levels have also been decreased,
compare to the devolution system of Gen.
Musharraf but the very establishment of these
local government institutions after 8 years gap
must be taken as a positive step itself. People now
at least will have a say and voice, no matter how
lowitis, in affairs of local development affairs.

We must hope that this new layer of democratically
elected local leaders, including youth, women and
minorities would have opportunities to play their
due role and highlight the local development
issues at the respective forums. This would also
help grow a new generation of political leaders at
the provincial and national levels.

This new lot is crucial for setting new agendas,
acting as catalysts for development and facing
new challenges. Through their important
engagement with people at grass roots level,
these newly local leaders and the system of local
government itself would help promote the much-
needed culture of democracy and accountability in
Pakistan.

We must hope that in line with constitutional
responsibility the provincial government would
continue to hold LG Polls regularly in future.
Also in compliance to Article 140-A of the
constitution, the provincial government should
devolve administrative and fiscal powers to the
elected representatives of local government in
letter and spirit. We also hope that Provincial
Government would give due consideration to the
true compliance of Article 32 of constitution,
which ensures effective representation of women,
peasants, workers, minorities and youth in the
local government system.

Let us join hands to strengthen the local
governance system in our country and facilitate
our newly elected representatives enabling them
to play their full role and perform their
responsibilities for the development of their
respective communities.
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